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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are 



moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 



obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Nabetani et al. (US Patent number 5,889,649) in view of Casarez et al. (US Patent 
number 5,913,174). 

Regarding claim 1, Nabetani discloses that an electronic apparatus (Fig. 10). 
Nabetani teaches that a holding portion (1-1 in Fig. 9, 1 14 in Fig. 16) which detachably 
holds a radio communication card (Fig. 4) (see abstract and Fig. 10, 16). Nabetani 
discloses that a metal plate on which the holding portion is provided (Fig. 16 and column 
10, lines 45 - column 11, lines 15). Nabetani discloses that a connecting portion (2-2 in 
Fig. 3) for data communication (data to be exchanged between an information processing 
apparatus and a portable device) with the radio communication card held by the holding 
portion (Fig. 3, 10 and column 5, lines 32 - column 6, lines 26). Nabetani also discloses 
that the holding portion (1-1 in Fig. 9, 1 14 in Fig. 16) being arranged to hold the radio 
communication card (PCMCIA in Fig. 3) and the minimum distance between the 
connector and the metal plate is 1 mm or more (see Fig. 10, 16 and column 10, lines 45 - 
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column 11, lines 42 where teaches non-contact connection method means having distance 
between metal plate and connector). 

Nabetani does not specifically disclose the limitation "a radio communication 
card includes the antenna is located outside of the holding portion". However, Casarez 
discloses the limitation "a radio communication card includes the antenna is located 
outside of the holding portion" (Fig. 1,16 and column 5, lines 43 - column 6, lines 28 
where teaches a radio card includes a planar antenna locating outside of the holding 
portion). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Nabetani system as taught by Casarez. Doing so would 
enhance the data/signal adaptability between radio card device and portable device in 
communication system. 

Regarding claims 2, 7, and 11, Nabetani discloses that a transmitter-receiver 
portion (Fig. 3) connected to the connecting portion (2-2 in Fig. 4), and configured to 
transmit and receive data through a public data network (Fig. 3, 10 and column 5, lines 
32 - column 6, lines 26). 

Regarding claim 3, Nabetani discloses that the holding portion is arranged to hold 
the radio communication card in a manner such that the minimum distance between the 
antenna and the metal plate is 2 mm or more (see Fig. 10, 16 and column 10, lines 45 - 
column 1 1 , lines 42 where teaches non-contact connection method means having distance 
between metal plate and connector). 
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Regarding claims 4, 8, 12, and 15, Nabetani discloses that the radio 
communication card includes a PC card (Fig. 3, 10 and column 5, lines 32 - column 6, 
lines 26). 

Regarding claim 5, Nabetani and Casarez disclose all the limitation, as discussed 
in claim 1 . Furthermore Nabetani further discloses that an apparatus body having an 
installation surface and a first surface opposite to the installation surface (Fig. 10, 16 and 
column 7, lines 60 - column 8, lines 36). Nabetani teaches that a holding portion 
provided at the apparatus body (Fig. 10) and configured to detachably hold a radio 
communication card (Fig. 10, 16 and abstract), which has a second surface (Fig. 10, 16 
teaches the surface of connection portion) (Fig. 10, 16 and column 10, lines 45 - column 
11, lines 42). Nabetani also teaches that the holding portion being arranged to hold the 
radio communication card in a manner such that the first and second surfaces face in the 
same direction (Fig. 10, 16 and column 10, lines 45 - column 11, lines 42 where teaches 
two surfaces, which are surface of connector side and opposite side of connector, are 
same direction as see in arrow). 

Regarding claim 6, Nabetani discloses that the holding portion includes a 
preventing portion, which prevents the radio communication card from being set in a 
manner such that the first and second surfaces face in opposite directions (Fig. 9 and 
column 6, lines 14 - 60). 

Regarding claim 9, Nabetani does not specifically disclose the limitation "a 
display element provided on the first surface of the apparatus body and capable of 
displaying operating states". However, Casarez discloses the limitation "a display 
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element provided on the first surface of the apparatus body and capable of displaying 
operating states" (Fig. 1, and column 2, lines 15 - column 2, lines 61). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the Nabetani system as taught by Casarez. The motivation does so would be to 
achieve presenting the best possible of reception for users in communication system. 

Regarding claim 10, Nabetani and Casarez disclose all the limitation, as discussed 
in claims 1 and 5. Furthermore Nabetani further discloses that situated farther from the 
installation surface of the apparatus body (Fig. 10) than a center of the apparatus body 
with respect to the height direction of the apparatus body (Fig. 10, 16 and column 10, 
lines 45 - column 1 1, lines 42). 

Regarding claim 13, Nabetani and Casarez disclose all the limitation, as discussed 
in claims 1 and 5. Furthermore Nabetani further discloses that a cover (2 in Fig. 4) 
removably fitted to the apparatus body and covering the radio communication card set in 
position and the holding portion (Fig. 4, 10 and column 6, lines 28 - column 7, lines 41). 

Regarding claim 14, Nabetani and Casarez disclose all the limitation, as discussed 
in claims 5 and 13. 

Regarding claim 16, Nabetani discloses that the cover is formed of a nonmetallic 
material capable of transmitting light (column 9, lines 43 - column 10, lines 21 and Fig. 



Regarding claim 17, Nabetani and Casarez disclose all the limitation, as discussed 
in claims 5 and 10. Furthermore, Nabetani further discloses that a slide switch (ejecting 
operating portion (8-2) in Fig. 4), another switch (13-2 in Fig. 10). Nabetani teaches that 



13). 
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a setting section which sets operating modes of the apparatus in accordance with 
combinations of shift positions of the switches (Fig. 10 teaches as a detachably holding 
position (plug-in position) such as non-contact connection, automatically changing to 
data exchange mode (setting the mode) and the switches changed the position when the 
card inserted see Fig. 10, 16 and column 10, lines 45 - column 11, lines 15). However, 
Nabetani does not exactly disclose the limitation "a slide and rotary switches". However, 
this would have been obvious that using the a slide and rotary or any kind shape of 
switches in the electronic device taught by Nabetani could have been used in electronic 
apparatus since all kind of switches is just one kind of switch system and the principle 
works the same. 

Regarding claim 18, Nabetani and Casarez disclose all the limitation, as discussed 
in claims 1 and 2. 

Regarding claim 19, Nabetani teaches that a radio communication portion 
involving entry of a specific identification code when linked to another apparatus, and 
wherein the operating modes include a mode for changing the specific identification code 
(Fig. 3 and column 5, lines 35 - column 6, lines 26). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Armitage et al. (US Patent number 6,157,958) discloses Modular Tablet 
Computer System. 
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Beard et al. (US Patent number 6,522,299) discloses PC Card Retractable 



Antenna. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 



Or: 



(703) 308-6606 (for informal or draft communications, please label 



PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John J. Lee whose telephone number is (703) 306-5936. 
He can normally be reached Monday-Thursday and alternate Fridays from 8:30am-5:00 
pm. If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nay 
Aung Maung, can be reached on (703) 308-7745. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 

J.L 

March 16, 2004 




John J Lee 




